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Secretary Clinton Praises Morocco for Longstanding Partnership, 
Recognizes Morocco's Historic Role in Combating Piracy on High Seas 

Washington, DC (April 9, 2009) - At a bilateral meeting yesterday with Moroccan Foreign 
Mlniste Dr Ta?eb Pass Fihri, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton praised Morocco for its 
•eSrdfna^rMrS- and reaffirmed America's commitment to its longstanding j|ela*jnsh,p of 
friendship and cooperation with the North African nation. She emphasized the need fj| international 
cooDera^nl^ity issues, such as the recent act of Somali piracy that threaten® 2^mencan 
crew members, and remarked that Morocco was the first ally of the United States to offer-distance 
in the protection of its merchant fleet more than 200 years ago. . _ 

"Morocco was the very first country that recognized us, going back a long time," $aid:f ecretary 
Clinton. "We worked together to end piracy off of the coast of Morocco all those years ago, and 
we're going to work together to end this kind of criminal activity anywhere on the higttseas. 

Morocco is one of America's oldest and closest allies: in 1777, Morocco became 
to recognize the independence of the American colonies, and the Treaty of Friendship and Peace of 
1787 between the United States and Morocco remains America's longest-unbroken treaty. Morocco 
hL long partnered with the US to build bridges between the Islamic world and the West, as well as 
to combat acts of terrorism in the lawless regions of the Sahara. 

"We are so committed to our relationship and have very high regard for the extraordinary 
progress that has taken place in Morocco ...and we look forward to deepening and strengthening our 
relationship," said Secretary Clinton. 

"USA and Morocco have a longstanding relationship, and we will continue to work together to 
defend peace and stability, mainly in the Middle East, in Africa," said Foreign Minister Fihri. We in 
Morocco 'reaUy appreciate the statement made by the President and then Madame Secretary about 
new dialogue with Muslim countries and also how to reach the peace in the Middle East. 

Morocco historically has played a significant role in the Middle East peace process, including 
participation in international peace conferences, hosting Israeli leaders in Morocco and serving as 
an intermediary between Israel and other Arab states. His Majesty King Mohammed VI of Morocco 
currently chairs the al Quds (Jerusalem) Committee of the Organization of the Islamic Conference. 

Secretary Clinton's expressed commitment to continue to grow the US-Moroccan relationship is 
consistent with the recommendations of a special report, "W hy ^y^^ i.'^f 
week by a distinguished panel that includes former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright Ret 
General Wesley Clark and former Ambassador Stuart Eizenstat. Released by the Potomac Inst tute 
for PdiQ / Studies and the Conflict Management Program at Johns Hopkins Univer Slty the North 
Africa policy paper notes a 400% spike in terrorist attacks in the region since 9/11 and advocates 
increases US engagement with Morocco and other North Africa nations to protect American security 
n rests ; and to thwart' a growing peri, from al-Qaeda terrorists in the Sahara, which UN Counter- 
Terrorism Chief Mike Smith warns "has emerged as the world's most worrying security hotspot. 
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The Moroccan American Center for Policy (MACP) is a non-profit organization whose principal mission is to 
SoriJ oS ?££?wmLrit officials and interested publics in the United States about political and social 
^ZSSS^SS^Si the role being played by the Kingdom of Morocco in broader 

in i North Africa' the Mediterranean, and the Middle East. For more, please visit www mnmrranamRncanpol.cy.orq 
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"Regional Integration in North Africa will support a range of US interests that are 
central to the strategic pursuit of the region's stability, security, and economic goals. 
But regional integration cannot be realized without resolving the Western Sahara con- 
flict. Given the current position of the US government - that broad autonomy for the 
Sahrawi people under Moroccan sovereignty is the only realistic solution - the platform 
is in place to move proactively and successfully to bring an end to that conflict, to in- 
crease counterterrorism cooperation, and effectively to encourage regional economic 
integration that will bring greater prosperity and opportunity to the peoples of the 
Maghreb and greater security for US interests." 



Panel Members for the North Africa Policy Paper Project 

The following foreign policy experts are members of the blue-ribbon panel that reviewed and approved the report- 



Secretary Madeleine Albright 

Former US Secretary of State, 1997-2001; Principal of The Albright 
Croup LLC 

Professor Yonah Alexander 

Senior Fellow, Director, International Center for Terrorism 
Studies, Potomac Institute for Policy 
Studies 

General Wesley dark 

(Ret.) US Army four-star general, NATO's Supreme Allied 
Commander, Europe 

President torn* Craner 

President of the International Republican Institute 

Professor Chester Crocker 

James R. Schie singer Professor of Strategic Studies at 
Georgetown University's Walsh School 
of Foreign Service 

Ambassador Stuart Eizenstat 

Partner, Covington & Burling and former chief White House 
domestic policy adviser to 
President Jimmy Carter (1977-1981) 



Professor John Entelis 

Professor of Political Science and Director of the Middle East 
Studies Program at Fordham 
University 

Ambassador Luck) Cuerrato 

Former Ambassador of the European Union 

Ambassador Robert PeHetreau 

Former Assistant Secretary for Near Eastern Affairs 

Ambassador Robin Raphe! 

Former US Ambassador to Tunisia 

Ambassador Edward Walker 

Former Assistant Secretary of State for $far Eastern Affairs; 
Former US Ambassador to Israel, i^fyplEind 
the United Arab Emira6e> 
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Ambassador Oavkt WjelchF 3 

Former Assistant Secretary of State for Near E&slern Affairs ; 
former Ambassador J£J 

to Egypt ; 3 

Professor I William Zartmarr 

Jacob Blaustein Professor Emeritus, The Job^s Ht»kins University 



The Potomac Institute 




The Conflict Management Program (SAIS) 



